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To the Right Worſhipful Sir Mondeford 
Bramston Knight ; Dr. of Laws; and one 
of the Maſters of his Majeſties High Court 
of Chancery ; and Chancellour of the 
Right Reverend Father in God George by 
Divine Pernuftion Lord Biſhop of Winton, 
my i)1ocelan, 


Right Worſhipful, 
rr of my own weakneſs ſufficiently deteys 
me from publick cenſure: therefore I ſhould zot 
have entertain 4 one thovght of appearing abroad, had 
not this diſcourſe been made both a (himney, aud ( as 1 

may ſpeak ) a Pulpit-talk, amongſt the froward Ene- 
mies of our (hurch: yet, had they any thing of truth, 
and modeſty, in their refleftions, I ſhould have liyn un- 
concern d beneath them: but 2s it is their prathite to 
load whatever makes againſt them” (0 ſpeak modeſtly Y 
with all the aggravations it is capable of receiving +. [0 
it is the peoples pleaſure to imbrace whatever they ſay as 
Folia Sibyllez, articles of faith, or undoubted maxims 
of truth : be fleas d to take one inſtance, I have heard 
ſeveral particular perſons affirm ( 1amloth to ſay one of 
their Preachers tos, who pretended he had read, and 
#nderſtood the book ) that the Anthor of the Ecclef. 
Pol. declares it more excuſable for any man to be guilty 
of all manner of debauchery, than to go to a private 
Ateeting ; and though 1 knew it was ſogrand an abuſe of 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

that Ingenious Author, yet conld by no means drive 
them from that pexf1 waſion, ſome of their Leadeys had 
brought them to :. and if they had the confidence to abuſe 
that piece, that was offered to the view of any, that 
would give themſelves the tronble of reading; how 
much mere will they abuſe my Notes, if not ſuffered to 
ſpeak for themſelves). Theſe cenſiderations put me npors 
ſome inlargements ia tranſcribing the firſt Copy, a. task 
You was pleaſed to lay upon me * but fince your commands 
of making it publick have brought my wavering thoughts 
#04 fixed reſolution : and ſince it is abroad, 1 wiſh then 
Mere canaour, and ingenuity in the reading, than ſome 
bad in the hearing of it : ſhall they think fit to oppoſe, 1 
am ready ( as much as in me tyes) to ſirengthen thoſe 
afſertions, which too much baſt hath huadled over : bur 
as you was pleaſed to call this piece to skirmiſh from the 
Pulpit ; azd ſince to face its Enemies in the open Field, 
T keave it under your Conduct, ana Protettion j wiſhing 
your Authority may be both its Inconragement, and aljs 
4 Butwark to ſecure our (hurch againſt the aſſaults of her 
peewviſh Enemies : ſo having fouzht for Religion in this 
Church, which they have made Militant more than in 
a figure, you may be a Member of that, which is Tri- 
amphant, « the Prayer of 


Your Humble Oratour 


w. B, 
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x Epilt. Cor. 6, 19, 20. 


———Ye are not your owns 

For ye are bought with a price ; therefore glorifee 
God in your body , and your ſpirit, which are 
Goas. 


==] An being a rational Creature, we ſhould 
1 deal with him by reaſon; not endea. 
vouring to affright him into the wor- 
{hip of a Deity, or the cloſer imbra- 
ces of Virtue and Religion, by ſome 
thundring ſpeeches, which have ( it 
may be ) neither ſuſhcient ground to ſtand on, nor 
are ftrengutun'd with any conſiderable arguments ; 
which is a folly, that would certainly be not only 
d:cry'd, but cafily amended too; if (in this ) all 
would frame their diſcourſes by the Apoſtles pattern, 
who layes down ſuch arguments, that the duty he 
preſſes to, doth flow as a neceſlary coniequence from 
them: for diſſwading the Corizrhians from fornica- 
tion, he ſhews they belong to God by dedication and 
redemption ; and conſequently by that doub:s tye, 
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(2) 
are oblig'd to all manner of virtue, and religious wor- 
ſhip : For, 

Know ye not that yonr body ts the Temple of the Holy 
Ghoſt, and 

Ye are mot your own 
For ye are bought with a price ; therefore glorifee. 
God in your body, and your ſpirit. 

The Text is a perfe& Enthymeme, or, if you 
will, an imperfe& Syllogiſme ; with an argument 
inſerted between the propoſition, and conclufion. 

1. A propoſition: Ye are not your own. 

2. An argument to prove it : For ye are bowght with 
A Prices 

3. A concluſion from that propolition, which is 
uſher'd in with the Illative [therefore] 

Therefore glorifie God in your body, and ſpirit, 
which are Gods. 

The meaning of the propoſition is clear ; Ye are 
20t your own, 1. e. not propri guris, to live as you 
pleaſe your ſelves : for it is contrary to the law of 
reaſon, as well as the expreſs law of the land, that 
any man ſhould imploy that, which is, a/ijennum, be- 
longing to another, as he thinks fit himſelf. 

But leſt the propoſition ſhould be deny'd, the A- 
poſtle brings an argument to prove it ; | 

Ye are bought with aprice ; and thereforYvelong to 
him that purchas'd you. 

But certainly there is another way, at leaſt in or- 
der of time, before that of redemption or dedication, 
by which we belong to God : and that is Creation. 

He made, he redeem'd us, therefore we are not 
our 0\VNn. 

Secing our duty of glorifying God will follow 
more ſtrong]y from both, I ſhall diſcourſe on each. 
That 


(3) 

That we belong to God by creation is evident; ſor 
man, andall the world, muſt 

Have been from Eternity, 

Or be made by chance, 

Or be the makers of themſelves, 

Orelſe be made by another, which can be none 
but God, to whom they belong. 

No other way, ſurely, can be imagin'd, how things 
could poſſibly come to an actual exiſtence : there- 
tore the three fuit being evidently falſe, the laſt muſt 
needs be true, that we belong to God by creation; 
and therefore are not our own. 

Had the world bcen from Eternity, what Unic%s 
is the reaſon that we have no certain know- 2" 

þ . Scripture, 
ledge of any thing done before a few of the 
laſt Generations ; nor any monuments of Antiquity, 
whoſe beginning 15 not either known, or ſhrewdly 
oueſtat ? If we come to the Pyramids in Agypr, they 
were thought by Joſephus to have been built by the 
Tews during their bondage there ; and by others 
more probably ſince : whereas ——— _ 

It is but of late years, fince many parts of the world 
were diſcoyer'd; and no longer fince, than in the 
time of Alexander the Great, that little which was 
known, was ſo poorly fortified, and thinly inhabited 
by unskilful and timerous people, that he ſoon made 
himſelf Maker of i: all. 

Many ingenious Arts are but of late invention; 
and Sexeca tells us it was not in his time one thouſand 
years fince ingenuity and learning began to flouriſh in 
the world ; therefore if any favour this opinion, they 
muſt have very bigh thoughts of this, and ſome few 
of the laſt Generaticns, and but little or no chariy 
at all for millions before them; in leaving them like 
> Bruits 


(4) 
Bruits without underſtanding, and be beholding to a 
{ew of the laſt for whatever is worthy of notice. 

Hence the world ſeems but of late crept out of her 
infancy, not yet aſcended to the Meridian of inge- 
nuity and learning : whence we may as rationally 
conclude, that it 1s not of ſo long a ſtanding, as that 
a youth by his looks, and parts, hath not attain'd the 
age and experience of a full-grown man. 

The Heathens did generally believe that all things 
had a beginning : and though ſome flie to ©47i/fore 
as the great Patron of the worlds Eternity ; yet, 
whatever arguments he might lay down to prove it, 
Barlow in his Metaphyſical Exercitations , denyes 
him to have been conſtantly, if ever purely of this 
mind: by reaſon ( particularly) of his ſpeaking of 
an ” «17», & being from whence all other beings 
flow : but if this ſeems not prevalent enough, the 
world is compos'd of parts, and the parts muſt of ne- 
ceſſity be before whole, in order both of time and 
nature ; but was the world Eternal, either the whole 
muſt have been as ſoon as the parts, or elſe the parts 
-muſt have been before Eternity it ſelf : neither of 
which reaſon can allow. 

[t is as evident too, that things could never be made 
by chance, or the fortuirous union of ſome ftragling 
attomes, as Epicurns ſaith : for though matter, and 
motion, may do ſomething, yet 'tis impoſlible they 
{hould ever produce a world ſo admirably ſeated, and 
fitted for the entertainment of ſo many creatures; and 
then farnilh it too with ſuch variety of beings, which 
areall (inamanner) neceſſary ; and ſoem not on- 
ly intended for ſome end, but are-ſo exaRtly fitted for 
the ſeveral ends they ſeem to be made for: all the 
wit in the world can never contrive how things 

| ſhould 
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fhould be better; neither the whole, nor any part, 
wants any thing neceflary, nor hath any thing ſuper- 
fluous : the Sun, Moon, and other Stars, for ſo ma- 
ny thouſand years together, are ſo conſtant and regu- 
lar in their motions, that day and night, Winter and 
Summer, are alwayes exactly at their wonted ſea- 
ſons ; all which (with much more, that might Le 
nam'd) can never be the work of meer matter, and a 
fortuitous motion. | 
It is alſo as apparently contrary to reaſon, that 
man, or any thing elſe, ſhould make it ſelf: for the 
cauſe muſt act before the efte& be produced: there- 
fore if man be the maker of himſelf, he muſt be both 
the cauſa, and the cauſatum, and conſequently muſt 
act in order to his own being : and hence it will. fol- 
low that he muſt have a being before he is made, cle 
he could not act in order to his own being ; for a i- 
on neceſſarily pre-ſuppoles being : and ſo he muſt 
be, and not be at the ſame inftant ; which is fo re- 
pugnant to reaſon, that we may ſafely conclude we 
were all made by another, which can be none bu 
God. | | 
He made us, and not we our ſelves ; we are the 
work of his hands, and the theep of his paſture: in 
the beginning God: made Heaven, and Earth, and 
whatever is contain'd in either, himſelf only excep:- 
cd: and that, which 4oſes calls the void and form- 
leſs earth, was the 22472774 prima, out of which all 
earthly beings were produc'd; neither was this any 
Eternal matter, but was created by him, and made 
fit for the reception of any manner of forms, as pre-. 
paratory ( if I may ſo ſpeak) to the great work of 
Creation : hence, though things were made of pre- 
exiſting, yet not of co-exifting matter : and conſe- 
quently 


(6) 
auently there never was any thing, but what lies un- 
der the notion of a Creature: and therefore we be- 
long to him by Creation, 

And are not Or Own. 

But the expreſs argument the Apoſtle uſes to prove 

the propoſition is Redemption. 
Ye are not your Own 
For ye are bought with a price. 

This ſuppoſes man's fall by fin ; for valcſs he had 
revolted from his Creator, there had been no need of 
Ledemption; for none buy that, which is their 
own: and as it ſuppoſes mans fin,- and folly, ſo ir 
proclaims Gods goodneſs, and mercy, in not leaving 
him to periſh in his own devices; but in laying help 
vpon one, that is Mighty, and able to reſcue us from 
the paw of the Lyon : For 

we are bought with aprice. 

As Juſtice could be fatished with no price of leſs 
than an infinite value ; ſo we are bought not with 
corruptible things, as gold, and filver, but with the 
precious bloud of the Son of God : though it be im- 
poſſible there ſhould be in God any potertia paſſiva; 
yet there being ſo near an union between the Divini- 
ty, and Humanity of Chriſt, that what was done too, 
or ſuffered by one, was attributed to the other, we 
are truly ſaid to be redeem'd by the bloud of the Son 
of God : this is the- +3 27g, or price in the Text. 

Te are bought with a price. 

Now we cannot in reaſon doubr, but that we are 
b>ughr, the price already pay'd, and that by him too, 
whom we own to be the 21/725, having ſo many 
things, that may ſerve as very ſtrong preparatories 
tobring us to this belief; and otizers, that do more 
LiIcariy EVINCE It. 


Among 
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Among the preparatories I might reckon ſome of 
the Propheſies both of Sybilla Cumea, and Sybilla Ery- 
threa ; and alſo the ceaſing of Oracles, mention'd 
by Plutarch, though by his ftrange ſancies in that dif. 
courſe, he plainly ſhews, he knew not the reaſon, of 
it ; which we muſt fetch from the Prophet, not the 
Philoſopher : as likewiſe the confeſſion of the Fews 
themſelves, and ſome of the Heathen,as Corpel. Txci- 
tus in particular, /;b. I 5. Aunalin. par. 44. who own 
that there was ſuch a perſon as Chriſt, and that he 
ſuffer d death under Poztins Pilate, which is agreeable 
with one of the Articles of our Faith : and ſhould we 
from hence caſt an eye upon the world, which lay 
groaning under the bondage of fin, fome of the Hea- 
then being puzzled, and non-pluſt, in conceiving 
how divine juſtice ſhould be fatished ; and the Apo- 
ſtles alſo telling vs that we were without ftrength, 
ſpoyl'd of all power of doing any thing in order to 
our own recovery, we ſhall be much help'd toward 
this bclicf, that 

Vre are bought with a price. 

But therearc other things, that do more clearly 
evince it, as 

Types under the Law, both perſons, and things, 
which were ſhadows cf things to come, and like 1o 
many fingers, point out him to be the ecMHeſizs; and 
all the Prophefies, like ſo many lines, do meet in him, 
as in their proper center. | 

Then his Birth was ſet off with a train of wonders, 
as an extraordinary Star, ſuppoſed by ſome to be hin- 
ted at in Balaarz's Prophefie ; and a Quire of Angels 
ſinging, To #s 4 (hild is born, to us.4 $0 15 given. 
Next, - behold his works, which being real miracles, 


muſt have been wrought by a ſupernatural power ; 
as 


(8) 
as diſpoſſeſsing of Devils, raiſing the dead ec. on- 
ly by a word, which he wrought both to prove his 
Divinity, and alſo the end of his coming to be the 
itedemption of the world. 

His Death likewiſe was not only follow'd by a 
prat:rnatural Eclipſe, cleaving of Rocks, opening 
of Graves, and rending the Vale; which made the 
Ccnturionſay, Truly this was the Sor of God. : but al- 
{o in all points agreed with the Prophefies in the 
Old, and his own words in the New Teſtament : 
after which, having roſe again according to the 
Scripture, he appear'd to above hive hundred at once; 
ad having commanded his Apoſtles to teach, and 
bajtize all Nations, he fitted thoſe illiterate men for 
io 2rcat a task, by extraordinary giits of the Holy 
Ghoſt, by which they ſpake in fo many tongues, as 
wrovght admiration in all the Proſelytes that heard 
thom : all which, both proves his Divinity,and ſhews 
. hz came to 

Buy us with a price. 

Now God having ſuch an abſolute Soveraignty 
over, right to, and propriety in us, as he 1s our 
Creator and Redeemer: the concluſion very ſtrongly 
foliows: 

Therefore glorifie God in your ovody, and ſpirit, 
which are Gods. 

As man is compounded of matter, and form, fo 
G -4 commands usto glorihe him in both : glorifie God 
i2 1047 body, and ſpirit: the Spirit »:%»«z 15 the ſame 
v/3th the Soul yuyr. | 
"he meaning of :which words we may tak 
tins Glorifie, 1. ©. declare the divine periections, 


3 cxcellencies of God ; witch is done ſeveral 
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By intention of the Soul in all the duties, Tn Spirit, 
or exerciſes of religious worſhip. hc 

By innocence, and purity of life, which is oppoſed 
to the Corinthians fornication. 

And alſo by decent geſtures, reverent behaviour, 
and corporal adoration inall places, and times of di- 
vine worſhip. 

Without intention of the Soul, you give God but 
the husk and ſhadow. 

Without ſuch reverence and adoration, you offer 
him butan imperfe& ſervice : Therefore thoſe which 
God hath joyned together, let no man put a ſunder : but 

Glorifie him in your body, and ſpirit, which are his- 

In all the ſeveral factions, and parties amongſt us, 
there is ſcarce a man, that will not grant it a duty to 
glorihe God in the Spirit ; and indeed they ſeparate 
from us meerly upon pretence of ſetting up a more 
pure and ſpiritual worſhip : and when we ſpeak of 
{ſuch reverence and adoration, they think to ſtop our 
mouths with that Text, Fohn4. 24. The true worſhip= 
pers ſhall worſhip in ſpirit and in truth: it we take the 
words as much in their ſenſe as we can, they do not 
exclude ſuch reverence and adoration ; for this is in, 
and flows from a ſpiritual devotion : they may as 
well hold that he, that prays, or ſings, ſhould not 
ſpeak at all, becauſe the Apoſtleſaith, 1 (or. 14. I 5. 
That he will do both in the ſpirit, and in the under- 
H#anding : but though thisbe a Text very illy, and ab- 
ſurdly applyed to their purpoſe, as having quite ano- 
ther delign ; for by this Chrift ſhews the Samaritars 
woman, that the time is coming, when the true 
worſhippers ſhall worſhip, not with types, and ſha- 
dows of things to come, as in the Old Teſtamenr, 
but according to the verity of things — -n 

riſt : 


(10) 

Chriſt : yet their quoting and wreſting of this Scrip- 
ture, doth plainly ſhew, that as on the one hand, 
they ſeem very zealous of glorifying God in their 
ſpirits ; ſo, onthe other, they are very averſe from, 
and reſolute againſt glorifying him in their bodies : 
I need not therefore infiſt on the chiefer part, it be- 
ing own'd, not only by our Church, .but by all thoſe, 
= would make themſelves our Adverſaries too ; 
conſider them under what notion or terms you pleaſc: 
and will therefore diſcourſe on glorifying God in 
our bodies, by decent geſtures, reverent behaviour, 
and corporal adoration. | 

They cannot deny but that God made the body, 
as well as the ſoul ; for elſe the body can be no crea- 
ture, or part of the creation. 

Neither can they deny but that God redeem'd 
both, for elſe the body can never partake of future 
happineſs, ſeeing without redemption there is no 
ſalvation : and conſequently if there be any. glorified 
ſouls, they ſhall never be re-united to their bodies 
after the reſurre&ion, but remain in perpetual ſepa- 
ration: and if ſo, what reaſon can they give for de- 
nying God that glory, and worſhip, which is due 
from one ; ſeeing he hath the ſame right and title to 
both ! | 

They likewiſe, as well as we, expe&, and hope, 
that their bodies ſhould be faved in the day of our 
Lord Jeſus: and we know that a reward doth ne- 
ceſlarily preſuppoſe a duty : upon what ground then 
can they hope that God ſhould glorifie their bodies 
— if they refuſe to glorifie him in their bodies 

ere ? 

Should they ſay, they do it ſufficiently by keep- 
ing their bodies, as much as in them lyes, from 
= --- being 
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_ inſtruments of ſin; as fornication, or the 
ike. 

I think, T may anſwer, this is but a negative de- 
votion, Which alone cannot denominate any man re- 
ligious, for --- ex paris negativis nihil concluditur : as 
there 1s a poſitive happineſs for body, and ſoul ; ſo 
there are poſitive commands and conſequently poſi- 
tive duties to be perform'd by each. 

But becauſe they may inſtance in ſome poſitive du- 
ties, they perform with their bodies, as well as the 
ſoul ; ſuchas be ſinging, praying, and preaching. 

I therefore add, | 

As God hath by Creation, Redemption, Prefer- 
vation, Promiſes, and the like, lay'd all the obliga- 
tions upon us, that can be, to be religious, ſo we 
{hould uſe all means, or wayes poſſibly of glorifying 
him; and if ſuch reverence, and adoration, be not 
one;"-I hardly know: what is: for as-the ſoul is the 
chiefer part of man, but yet is no man, till it be 
joyn'd with the body ; ſo the internal devetion of 
the ſoul is the chiefer part of religious worſhip ; 
but yer this worſhip is imperfe&, till it be ac- 
companied with the' reverence and adoration of 
the body, and that exerciſe of the body before 
mention'd, in ſinging, praying, and preaching, if 
there be any other ſuch ſmall things, do make up but 
d very lame ſervice; whilft reverent geſtures, .and 
corporal adoration is wanting :* they throw 'in their 
Annis, and Cummin, whiltt the greater matters of the 
body are fti]l neglected. 

Let me urge for aJoration ; which being proved, 
decent geſtures, and reverent behaviour will be 
proved too: as ome mms continet minus 7 or as they 


are ſmaller parts of ſuch adoration. 
_ God 
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God did forbid the Jews, Exod. 20. 5. to bow dow; 
Fo any graven Image : which corporal adoration is a 
part of divine worſhip, elſe it would not be forbid to 
be done to Idols ; whence it appears that this bow. 
ing the head, or body, is unlawful only when termi- 
nated to wrong objects, as Images ; and conſequent- 
ly is lawful, and neceſlary too, when terminated to 
the right, as the true God; and therefore this man- 
ner of worſhip muſt needs be (at leaſt) lawful, nay 
neceſſary, if done to the true God only ; or out of 
reverence to him, toward the place where he is moſt 
eſpecially preſent : and accordingly we find that this 
was practis'd by the Fews without any imputation of 
fin : as ſhall ſhew anon. 

Neither can they fay, that this was aboliſhed by 
Chriſt. | 45 

For the morality of this command doth ſufficient- 
ly ſhew it's perpetuity : as it is a perpetual prohibiti- 
on, Thou ſhalt not bow down to any graven Image ; (0 
Itis a perpetual obligation, Thou ſhalt bow down to 
#he true God: for ſo long as corporal adoration of 
Images remains forbidden, ſo long corporal adorati- 
on of the true God is a part of divine worſhip, and ſo 
remains our duty : and, I hope, you will be unwilling 
enough to take away this command, when you con- 
ſider the conſequences of it ; for the command being 
taken away, that, which is forbid by it, will become 
lawful, and ſo we may worſhip Images. 

They cannot poſſibly wind off this by ſaying they 
do it ſufliciently in kneeling to him in prayer ; for 
this is but a part of corporal adoration : but ( to come 
fo far to them ) ſhould they anſwer thus, they muſt 
aliow kneeling to be a duty : and if ſo, why (1 won- 
&r ) ſhould itbe a duty in their private families, and 
none 
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none in the publick Congregation : where their pra- 
Rice ſhews, that they think it enough, forſooth, to fit 
upon their tails, with their hats (it may be) half 
on their heads. | 

We read of ſuch manner of adoration , before 
there was any law in the world, befide that of nature, 
and ſpecial revelation : for Abraham bowed himſelf 
before God, and the Gentiles in all parts of the 
world did the ſame to thoſe things, which they 
own'd as Gods ; which fhews that this is natural, and 
conſequently perpetually obliging: for as reaſon, 
and conſcience, tells us that there is a God, ſo they 
oblige us to worſhip that God with all reverence, and 
adoration imaginable: and as many Authors build 
an argument upon the former to prove the exiſtence 
of a Deity ; ſo we may build as ftrong an argument 
on the latter to prove corporal adoration : for the 
law of nature binds as ſtrong in the one, as in the 
other : and though in that firſt age of the world, God 
appeared by created Angels, or otherwiſe, in viſible 
ſhapes ; which ſome ( poffibly ) may think requi- 
red ſuch ſpecial reverence, and adoration ; yet we 
have his promiſe, that when two, or three, are gathered 
together in his name, he will be in the mids of them: 
and the Apoſtle likewiſe, x Cor. Ir. ro. tells us that: 

Angels are preſent in places, and times of divine wor- 

ſnip, and therefore we are as much oblig'd to pay this 

reverence, and adoration, as if God by thofe Angels, 
or any otherwiſe, was viſibly amongſt us; being un- 
doubtedly aflured both by his promiſe, and the Apo- 
ſle too, that he is preſent ( eſpecially) in conſecra- 


ted places, at ſuch times of worſhip. 


As this is a part of worſhip, and therefore neceſſa- 
ry in it {cif, ſo it isneceſſary, not only as it ſpeaks 
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the internal devotion of the Toul; for how can I de- 
clare this, or any awe, or fear of God, without re- 
verence and adoration : words'are not ſufficient, for 
many will hardly believe words, unleſs they ſee ſuit- 
able actions: nor yet isa ſober, virtuous life enough, 
for ſome of the Heathen were emitient for moral vir- 
tues, and yet were very ſlack, or no worſhippers of 
any God atall : and we find it no great rarity to ſee 
virtue ſhine very bright in ſome, whom the Presbite- 
7ians themſelves confidently brand for carnal men: 
but alſo as it heightens that internal devotion, for a 
being bare, ſtanding, kneeling, bowing, 'and the 
like, muſt needs affe& man with thoughts of his own 
vileneſs, and the awefulneſs of that Majeſty he is be- 
fore ; like Abraham, who falling on his face ſaid, 7 
am but duft, and aſhes: it being naturalto man to aſ- 
cend from things ſenſible to thoſe, that are purely in- 
telligible : and certainly 'tis a part of prudence, as 
well as duty, touſe all mans poſſible of raiſing our 
devotion as high as we can. 

That men may not ftill think this a late invention 
of our Church, or an old error of Rome, from whence 
they fancy we have whatever is decent, and comely, 
they may ſee the Apoſtle himſelf very preſſing to this 
purpoſe ; 1 Cor. 11. where he both tells the men 
their duty in Churches, and likewiſe reproves 'the 
women's irreverence there : verſe 4, 5. Every man 
praying, or propheſying, with his head covered, diſho- 


ours his head; and every woman, that prays, or provhe- 


fies, with her head uncovered, aiſhonours her head: 


where by prophelſying we muft underftand ſinging, 
which hath commonly that term put upon it, not on- 
ly inthe Old Teſtament, but amongſt the Heathen 


too, who ſometimes call'd their Poets Prophets, as 
the 
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the learned eMexde doth very largely thew : for wo- 
men werenot ſuffered to ſpeak in the Church in a 
way of teaching :. now the fault was the ſame in the 
women to beuncovered, or the men tobe covered : 
arid the argument he uſes todiſlwade them from thoſe 
undecent cuſtoms to this more reverent behaviour, is, 
becauſe of the Angels, verſe 10., they being preſent 
in places, andtimes of divine worſhip, we ought to 
behave our ſelves reverently 3 and as they are there 
all the time, ſo ſhould we be reverent all the time 
too: which is very poorly practisd by thoſe, who 
are willing to be ſofar reverent, asto be uncover'd at 
the ſinging Pſalmes, which are almoſt ſpoyl'd in 
Hopkin's Poetry ; or, as one ſpeaks, in Meeter, . and 
good meaning; but are unwilling to be uncovered at 
the reading Pſalms, or any other parts of Scripture, 
which they have purely from the original : which 
being cover'd, and uncoverd, we may extend to 
other parts of external reyerence, and corporal ado- 
ration : for it is impoſlible there ſhould bs coo much 
of decency, reverence, and adoration, where God 
is preſent by his Angels : as Facob having teen them 
aſcending, and deſcending in a viſion, ſaid, when 
he wak'd, how dreadful is this place, it is no other than 
the houſe of God ! fo methinks their preſence in ſuch 
places ſhould awe us into the greateſt of internal de- 
votion, and external reverence too; for how dreadiul 
are ſuch places, becauſe of the Angels ! 

It is very trongly held by ſome, the fore-quoted 
Author in particular ; that ſome, or other of the An- 
gels are conſtantly in conſecrated places, and there- 
fore when ever we enter into, or paſs through 
thoſe places, we ought to ſhew ſomething of reve- 
rence , Whether it be at time of Service, or ans 
an 
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and that upon the ſame reaſon, becauſe of the An: 
els. . - 6-27 FREE. 
; Suppoſe: we'tannot undoubtedly-prove this ſo, yet, 
I am conhdent, we can bring far better arguments to- 
ward the undenyable proof of it, than can poſſibly 
be brought againſt it ; therefore this muſt needs be 
the ſafer way: and certainly except men out of a ſpi- 
rit of contradiction, were grown fool-hardy in mat- 
ters of Religion, they would never run the hazard of 
irreverence, and contempt of holy things, and pla- 
ces : but in time of ſervice it 1s undenyable from the 
Apoftle's words, that we ought to be reverent, becauſe 
of the Angels. | 

I may urge farther, 

Churches ought not to be prophan'd, or put te 
common uſes, as the Apoſtle ſhews by an allufion in 
the next preceeding verſe ; viz. know ye not that 
vorur bodies are the Temples of the Holy Ghoſt? which 
he urgesas an argument to diſſwade them from pollu- 
ting themſelves by fornication : for as Temples are 
dedicated to God, and upon that very account ought 
to be ſet apart from all common uſes, which are a pro- 
phanation of them : ſo man being dedicated to God, 
by his baptiſmal vow, beſide voluntary ingagements 
he layes upon himſelf after he comes to years of diſ- 
cretion, which I ſuppoſe at one time. or other, to be 
done by all ; ought likewiſe upon that account, as 
well as others, to keep himſelffrom pollutionby fin : 
by this alluſion it is undenyably evident, that Tem- 
ples ought tobe kept holy ; but if any ſhould ſay the 
Apoſtle alludes herechiefly, if not only, to the Tewiſh 
Temple, the non-prophanation of which was a part 
of the ceremonial law, which js abrogated by Chrift: 
Ithink it very improbable he ſhould allude to that 
place, 
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place, which, with all the ceremonies belonging to 
it, were very imperfealy known to theſe Corinthians; 
but to put you quite out of doubt, you, may ſee the 
ſame Apoſtle ſpeak more plainly, and expreſly of 
Chriſtian Churches, there being ſome even in St. 
Pan!s time, 1n I Cor« II. 22. where he reproves the 
Corinthians for feaſting in thoſe ſacred places, Have 
ye not houſes to eat and drink in? Or deſpiſe you the 
Church of God? The Church, though it be #%xawi«, 
which moſt commonly fignifies the people, yet we 
muſt here underſtand it of the place; it being oppos'd 
tohouſe : Have ye mot houſes to eat ana drink in? Or 
deſpiſe ye the Church of God? Which expoſition is ve- 
ry agrecable to Mr. Yixe's ſenſe on the place, about 
the beginning of his ſecond Chapter of his Treatiſe 
on the Sacrament : whom I name, becauſe his au- 
thority is very prevalent with thoſe, I have to do 
with : which manifeſtly ſhews, that a putting 
Churches to any common ule, is a prophaning, or 
deſpifing of them ; even according to Scripture, as 
well as the Canon : from whence I argue : 

If we ought not to put thoſe places to common uſes, 
certainly we ought not to come into them with com- 
mon geſtures, and behaviour: for I can ſee very lit- 
tle, it any difference at all, between one, and the 
other : becauſe the fin lyes in making conſecrated, 
or ſeparated places, common with others ; which is 
done by common geſtures, rude behaviour, and want 
of corporal adoration, as well as by eating, and drink- 
ing. 

Though not many years ſince, Churches were 
turn'd to Stables; and even now a prophanation of 
all things Sacred is made a piece of Religion, and 
accounted a chareRiriſtical letter to diſtinguiſh the 
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good people ( as they call themſelves) fromothers; 
yet if cating, and drinking, which is good, and ne- 
ceſlary in it ſelf, was unlawful only upon this ac- 
count, becauſe done in that place, to be ſure rude, 
and unfeemly behaviour is unlawful too upon the 
ſame account z becaule a needleſs doing any thing, 
that is common in the Church of God, is a deſpiſing 
it, it being ſet apart for holy uſes. 

Queſtionlefs holineſs is moſt hit for holy places; 
the greateſt reverence, and adoration, beſt becomes 
the houſe of the great God. 

But I am confident I might have ſpared all this 
pains, If I could perſwade theſe men to be as zealous 
of glorifying God in their ſpirits, as they profeſs : 
for, as out of the fulneſs of the heart the mouth ſpeaks; 
{o internal devotion, if it be intenſe, will certainly 
diſcover it ſelf in external reverence, and adoration : 
for it ſeems very near an impoſlibility, very improba- 
ble, I am ſure, that any man ſhould come into the 
houſe of God, affeted as he ought with the greatneſs, 
and awfulneſs, of that Majeſty he appears before, and 
not ſhew it in ſuch external worſhip. 

The moſt they have to ſay againſt is Idolatry ; 
which isenough indeed, if they could prove it ſo ; 
but this ſufficiently ſhews either their ignorance, or 
il natures :. for the proper notion of Idolatry conſiſts 
inagiving that honour, and religious worſhip, to 


any creature, which is due to God only : now IT 


would fain know of theſe men to what creature we 
pay any thing of religious worſhip in any a& before 
mention'd : ſuppoſe we proceed toa bowing at the 
name of Jeſus, I am confident we may prove this fall 
as lawful, and neceſſary, as ſtanding up at the Creed, 
which ſome of them do allow: for the former was 
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ſometimes ufgd in ſome places in oppoſition to the 
Arrians, Who denyed the Divinity of Chriſt, that 
by this act they might ſhew they own'd him to be 
God as well as man, by allowing him a fit obje& of 
divine worſhip ; which they held the 2rr1ians could 
not do without Idolatry, as they deny'd him to be 
any more than a creature : and the latter was pra&i- 
ſed by ſome to ſhew that they gave a full aſſent to all 
the Articles of the Chriftian Faith, in oppoſition to 
thoſe, who deny'd ſome of them : now if we look 
barely upon the action, it is almoſt the ſame in both; 
if upon the reaſon, orend of it, it is wholly the ſame 
in cach ; the one owns the truth of Chriſts Divinity; 
the other thetruth of thoſe Articles rehears'd : why 
then ſhould one be more Idolatry, than the other ? 

If they ſay the former hath a bow added to it : 
If we ſtand up to ſhew our affent to the truth of the 
Articles of our faith ; certainly reaſon will oblige us 
to adda bow, when we ftand up in token of afſent to 
the truth of his Divinity, who is the Author, and 
Finiſher of our Faith. 

Should they reply, that that bow alters the nature 
of the ation, as making this an a& of adoration, 
whilſ the other is bur a bare toker of aflent. 

L add (to runſofarr with them )ſuppoſe we ſhould 
ground it on ſome place of Scripture, and ſo make it 
more ſtrily a duty : 1 would fain know here again 
to what creature do we in this give any thing of di- 
vine worſhip? Tam ſure not to any Image, or the 
like, as the Papiſts do, and therefore cannot ſee how 
there ſhould be any thing of Idolatry in it. 

Should wedo the ſame toward the Altar, yet we 
make this only motivum cultus, not terminativum: 
but becauſe the Papiſts have the ſame plea for their 
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bowing to Images ; take this, we do not bow toward 
this, as the Papiſts do toward their Images, as any 
repreſenntion of any thing in Heaven, or Earth, or 
under the Earth : neither was 1t ever made for an 
| ſuch intent , and therefore 1s not at all againſt the ſe- 
cond Commandement : but only in regard of Gods 
eſpecial preſence there, which if you grant, you may 
as cafily allow adoration toward this place, as reve- 
rence in other places of the Church : but ſhould you 
doubt of this, becauſe every part of the Church hath 
'the ſame conſecration ; I referr you to the learned 
Mr. cede, who about the latter end of his firſt Yo- 
lumne, hath much to this purpoſe, which, I am per- 
ſwaded, will give any man ſome reaſonable fatis- 
fation, that doth not read him with a prejudice, and 
reſolution not to be ſwayed by argument, and reafon : 
we find that the Jews did the ſame toward their Al- 
tar, and that upon the command of Hezekiah too, in 
the 1 Chron. 32. 12. which Hezekiah is recorded in 
chap. 29. verf. 2. to have done that, which was right 
in the fight of the Lord, according to all that David 
his Father had done; and therefore could be no Ido- 
later : our Altar is the very ſame with theirs, they 
offer'd Sacrifice on that, we offer the Chriſtian Sacri- 
fice on this; the difference lyes only in the Sacrifice 
it ſelf, which is chang'd for the better, not for the 
worſe : upon which accountthe ſame was praQtis'd 
by the Primitive Churches ; and why ſhould this be 
any more Idolatry in us, than in the Jews, and Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians ? I hope you. will not make that 
Idolatry in Hezektah, for which the Scripture com- 
mends him : nor condemn thoſe Primitive Chrifti- 
ans, which were generally {o eminent for Piety, and 
many dyed Martyrs roo, 
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Should others more modeſtly ſay we are Superſti- 
tious, they would charge us with a lefler crime, but 
with as little reaſon as the other : for Aquinas in his 
Sm. Theol. arguing about Superſtition, comes at laſt 
to that 22. QxeF#. 93. Arr. 2. which our opponents 
will be moſt ready to catch at, viz. to ſhew that 
whatever Is Pare # in the worſhip of God is Su- 
perititious : now in this caſe hetells us a thing is ſu- 
perfluous, ſecundum quantitatem proportionis , when 
ſo needleſly thruſt into the worſhip of God, 
that the end of this worſhip doth not require it ; now 
the end of Divine worſhip is ( according to that in 
my Text) that men might glorifie God in their boay, 
and ſpirit ; but what external reverence, and adorati- 
on, our Church enjoyns, is not only a duty by the 
Law, both of Gad, and Nature; ( as the former Ar- 
guments prove) but is alſo neceſlary as it heightens, 
and declares our ſpiritual devotion ; without which 
the Soul can very hardly be ſo intenſe as it ought, 
neither can we ſufficiently make a viſible profeſſion : 
therefore there can be nothing ſuperfluous, and con- 
ſequently nothing Superſtitious in this manner of 
worſhip. | 

Neither can they run from our fubje& by this to 
condemn Ceremonies : for he concludes a few lines 
after, that that is needleſs, and ſo ſuperſtitious, 
which is not of ſome good uſe: for our Ceremonies 
are of conſiderable uſe, as they are decent, and gain 
reverential thoughts of the worſhip of God: and 
adds farther, which is done, preter Dei, 6 Ecclefie 
inFlitutionem: whence it appears, that as God hath 
appointed the ſubſtance of his ſervice ; ſo he hath 
leftto the Church to appoint the external form, man- 
ner, and circumſtances of it : as is evident alſo = 
the 
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the Apoſtle, who commands that all things ſhould 
be done decently, and in order ; but he not ſhewing 
what this decency and -order 1s, hath left it to the 
diſcretion of the Church to appoint : therefore what- 
ever lawful, and decent thing, the Church thinks fit 
to injoyn, becomes neceſlary ; and conſequently can 
be neither ſuperfluous, nor Superſtitious. 

But others-very ſtrongly hold that Superſtition is 
in the opinions of men about things, not in the things 
themſelves: as when any think it a tin to do' thoſe 
things, that may lawfully be done ; or not do thoſe, 
that may be lawfully let alone : ſee the Friendly De- 
bate, part 3. page 118. whence the Author doth no- 
tably prove, that 'tis they, notwe, that are Superſti- 
tious : others ( to the fame efte&, though differing 
in words) hold ita placing Religion in the doing, 
or not doing thoſe things, that are in themſelves in- 
different : which likewiſe removes Superſtition from 
our Churches to their Conventicles; for the Church 
commands Ceremonies not as parts of Religion ; but 
only as things decent, and comely, whereas they 
make a refuſal of ſuch things a neceflary piece of Re- 
ligion it ſelf. 

But we are here treating of decent geſtures, reve- 
rent behaviour, and corporal adoration, which are 
not things indifterent, but neceſlary parts of religi- 
ous worſhip, (as 1s before prov'd ) and therefore can- 
not poſſibly be brought under that notion. 

Should they ſay 'tis a worſhipping God after any 
unſeemly, or unbecoming manner : they will yet be 
as farr from their end, as before : for theſe geſtures, 
and adoration, are expreſſions, or ſigns, of the great- 
eſt honour, and reverence imaginable, according to 
the cuſtome of the place, we live in; and there. 
fore 
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fore are the moſt becoming the greateſt Majeſty. 

They are daily crying Superſtition, Superſtition, 
among their followers ; but I could never perfe&ly 
underſtand what they will have it tobe: would they 
be pleas'd to give us a definition of it, we ſhould 
know the better how to handle them. 

Let me argue thus, 

If Superſtition be not in the opinions of men about 
things, but in the things themſelves ; then it muſt 
be either in Ceremonies, or in theſe geſtures, and 
adoration. | 

But it cannot be in our Ceremonies, for they being 
in themſelves indifferent, may be impos'd, which im- 
poſition makes them neceſflary : as our men have 
abundantly proved, ſee Eccleſ. Pol. ch. 6. 

Neither can.1t be in theſe geſtures, and adoration ; 
for then they muſt either condemn all manner of bo- 
dily worſhip, the higheſt a& of adoration, our 
Church injoyns, being founded on Scripture, and 
reaſon, as well as the loweſt; and ſo refuſe'to glori- 
fie God in their bodies by any poſitive duties, which 
will exclude their bodies from all poſitive happineſs, 
for a negative duty can receive no more than a nega- 
tive reward ; and withall muſt condemn themſelves 
too, who ſometimes uſe ſome poſtures of reverence, 
as a ſitting bare at the ſinging Pſalms, and kneeling 
in Prayer in their private families; or, ſhould they 
be unwilling to do this, they muſt acquaint us with 
ſome more ht, and becoming modes of external wor- 
ſhip; which they can never do ; becauſe theſe we 
uſe ( as is above hinted ) are, according to cuſtome, 
ſigns of the greateſt reverence, which is moſt fit for 
the greateſt being. 


In a fewer words thus, S 
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If this bodily worſhip be Superſtitious, they muſt 
either change it to better, which is impoſſible ; or 
take away all, which is contrary to Scripture, and 
their own practice : for taking one part, and refu- 
fing another, is irrational, and humerſome, ſeeing 
the whole ftands upon the ſame foundation of truth, 
and reaſon : wherefore we diſown the Brat, they 
have lay'd at our door, and return it back to be Fa- 
ther'd by themlelves. 

But for the comfort of tender Conſciences, our 
Cannon doth not oblige men to bow toward the Al- 
tar, but leaves it ad /zbitam; neither do I prefs any 
to it, but endeavour to prove it is no Idolatry in them, 
that think fit to doit : wherefore I may with the leſs 
offence ſpeak my thoughts to be theſe, that there is 
nothing, that can rationally bar any from entring in- 
to the arms of our Church, and joyning with us both 
in body, and ſpirit to glorihe God. 

To wind up all : 

It lyes upon all forts of men, whether Miniſters, or 
people, as much as they can, to promote the glory 
of God, and intereſt of Religion : and 

Firſt for you, Fathers, and Brethren ; ( if I may 
aſſume the confidence of ſpeaking to thoſe, who are 
ſo much my Seniors) as we are ſet over, ſo we 
ſhould be both Teachers, and Leaders of the people, 
by Do&rine, and Example, bringing them into theſe 
pathes of Religious worſhip. 

As the Prieſts lips ſhould preſerve knowledge, ſo 
we ſhould inable our ſelves, not only to ſhew, but 
alſo to defend the lawfulneſs, and goodneſs of that 
Old way, in which our happy Fathers walk'd, beforc 
our Jate unhappy diviſions ; as Czcero ſpeaks of ſome 
points of Philoſophy, ſo may we of ſome of Divinity : 
there 
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there is ſo great obſcurity'in the things themſelves : 
ſo much weakneſs in our own judgements, that we 
may almoſt diſpair of finding out the truth, and idely 
fall into a Socratical dubitation : but this path of re- 
ligious worthip is plain, and eafie, in which the Pri- 
mitive Churches all along did walk: only of late 
years it hath met with ſo many adverſaries, who 
have made it their deſign; and bufinefs, to lay ftum- 
bling-blocks before the dim-fighted: people, -and to 
bury it in the mire of frivolous objections,” and nicer 
ſcruples ; that now the generality look upon it, as on 
Vaults about antiquitated Monafteries, which were 


made, and-uſed only by the Sons of Roxe;' therefore 


we. ſhould make it our buſineſs too, to remove the 
filth of theſe objeions, 'and'make'it again plam, and. 
paſſable : but becauſe moſt, if not all of us, are bleſt 
with ſucha people, that will hateus, if we tell them 
the truth ; we ſhould therefore prudently infinuate 
theſe things by degrees, ard by this innocent /enpre- 
zinm, 'unawares fteal their ' affeRions into -all the 
pathes of truth : for I cannot ſee how it is conſiſtene 
with'our duties to conceal any part of religious wor- 
ſhip, *which is neceffary to be known, and prafis'd : 
much'kſs ſhould we tread tn the ditty Reps of thoſe 
worſe than'Non-conforming Brethren; who-to gain 
the affe&ions of the giddy, and jnjudicions vulgar, 
and make their low parts ſeem tall, and reverend, 
difcover a diſlike of that innocent Garment, and thoſe 
Rites, and Ceremonies, which they have voluntari- 
ly oblig'd themſelves to wear , and - obſerve : by 
which means they work a kind of averſcneſs'in thole, 
who were in a fair way to be brought to all the parts 
of divine worſhip; and confirm thoſy, who have 
E 


already 
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already forſaken them, and 
ther. 266 | 
And becauſe many are more eaſily led by example, 
than drawn by the ſweeteſt ſtrains of Rhetorick, or 
ſtrongeſt argumerysin Divinity, . we ſhould therefore 
beenſamplesto others ; not only pointing out, but 
leading our people into the pathes. of duty : Cicero 
bib. 2, Tuſcuh Queſt. ſpeaking of ſome of the Philo- 
ſophers, ſaith we may ſee, alio5 pecunie cupides, glorie 
nonullos, multos libidinum ſervos, cum quorum vita 
wirabiliter pugnat oratio ; quod quidem mihi videtur 
7urpiſſimum: and with good reaſon too ; but let it not 
F- | be ſo with us.: for ſad obſervation tells, that this pre- 
; Þ ſont age makes ſuch things as theſe a main argument, 
- upon which they-build the lawfulneſs of a ſeparation 
from us: our Adverſaries round about have bo much 
| . charity as to proclaim us all either Swine, or Aﬀes, 
thateither know, or practice nothing: that by this 
means they may gather the more Diſciples, and the 
better colour their own ſeparation : which ſhould 
_ 1. teach us ( eſpecially in theſe perillous times ) to ab- 
WE. - ſain not only from thoſe things, which are really 
- evil ; but fram thoſe too, that have any 'appearance 
of it: that ſothe people having oyr precepts, andſee- 
i Vt ing our good examples,: may.be brought both. in. bo- 
| £2 dy, and foul, to glorifie our Father, which is in 
p - Heaven. | | 
And:as We ſhould teach, both by Do&rine, and 
Example, ſoXou ought to be followers of us, as we 
are of ChriR. | no PO | 
_ Eſpecially thoſe, - who are choſen Officers in the 
{ſeveral Pariſhes, ſhoyld be carcfull to walk in all the 
pazts of religious worſhip : for the meaner ſort = 
pas wenn | ready 


ur Church toge- 
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| (27) 
ready to ſhelter themſelves under your. wings ; and 
think the example of thoſe, whom they tile the Ma- 
ſters of their Pariſh, a ſufficient authority, cither in- 
good, or evil: | l h 

Ant know, that a ſeparation from us is. farr from 
plorifying God: for how can that, which rends the 
ſeamleſs Coat of Chriſt into fraRions, and diviſions, 
tend to his glory, or the intereſt of Religion ! Whilft 

one ſaith, I amof Pal, another, I am of Apolles, a 
third, Iam of Cephas, are you not carnal? | 

But whilſt we preſs all to Uniformity, the leaders 
of theſe people do make them erre : who being de- 
pos'd, asI may-ſpeak, like the Pricft at Ferſalem, 
preſcntly fled toSe-maria, and et up a worſhip in op- 
poſition to.ours; and ever fincecry, the Mount of the 

Lord ! the Mount of the Lord! being like thoſe ſpi- 

rits, which ſome fabulous ſtories tells us, have pull'd 
down Churches in the night, as faſt as they were 
builtin theday.; undoing in private, what we endea- 
vour in the publick : for they affright men by making 

a noiſe about Idolatry, though none of them are able 
to prove it ; nor (as farr Tas can hear) ger ſeriouſly 
endeavour'd it amongft their people. and eſpecially 
fince this laſt A& paſt againſt them, ſome of their 
meetings have ſounded as loud with a ---Take ye joy- 

fally the ſpoyling of your Goods, as ſome of their Pulpits 
have done formerly with a---- (urſe ye Meroz,Curſe 
bitterly! Wonder will hardly ſuffer me to proceed ! 
to think that men, who make ſo greata ſheiy of Pu- 
rity, and holineſs to the people ; that wrap up them- 
ſelves in Doublets of Zeal, and write Precifian on 
their Brow ; ſhould have the confidence, nay impu- 
dence rather, ſo miſerably = wreſt the Sacred Scrip- 
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(28) h 
tures ! for we know, that then the Church was 'Per- 
ſecuted by the Heathens, and conftrain'd :either to 
ſuffer, or to part both with a good Conſcience, and 
the fotum of Religion together : whereas: we differ 
only about decent Ceremonies, and reyerent Geſtures, 
which beſt become the houſe'of him, who is the God 
of decency and order: now I wonder how any man 
can tell the\ignorant people, that they may take as 
much joy, and comfort in the ſpoyling of their-goods; 
bonus they unjuſtly refuſe to fatisfie authority in ſe- 
curing the peace of the Nation, and comply with 
{ome things; that are but decent ceremonies ; and 
others, that are neceſlary parts of worſhip; whilſt 
they are ſuffered freely to imbrace all, the Fundamen- 
tals of Rehigion.; as thoſe Primitive Chriſtians did, 
who muſt otherwiſe have parted with the whole ſub- 
ſtance of Religion, and have imbrac'd Heatheniſme 
it ſelf! butthough ſome Fehn's drive thus furiouſly, 
yet I hope the moſt have more wit, and reaſon, than 
to talk at this rate : but as I would not have theſe 
men charge us with Idolatry, before they can prove 
it amoneſt gs ; nor preſs the people to perſevere to 
the ſpoyling of their goods; and a refiſting unto 
blood, with I know not what befide,. unleſs they can 
prove that we are all jn the wrong, and themſelves 
only in the right : for if ſalvation may be had from 
the publick Ordinances, as well as from private 
Preaching, which none of them dare deny, I think 
it their prudence to ſecure their peace, and eſtates, by 
coming over to us : fo neither would I have the poor 
people regard what is ſpoken out of a looſe, un- 
grounded zeal, without a ſufficient foundation of ar- 
2Uments to: ſtan! on: we may cafily handle _ 
wit 


(29) 
with theif own weapons! for I can: inftance-inibimes 
of the chief of their-party, who ſpealt a, ſeparating, 
orany thing) thattends that way, utterly unlaywfulg; 
as Mr. Baxter ig particular aboyt.the end of, his:req- 
ſons of the Ghajftian Religion,,..,denyes. ic ; hay fol 
for any man to ſeparate, though he finds, he'can really 
profit more elſewhere ; which is but pretended, or 
fanſied by moſt of our Separatiſts;: arid the rex@n he 
gives for itis, becauſe we ſhould preferr the good, and 
peace of the Church in general, above our own parti- 
cular profit : and to preſs the people to this neceflary 
duty, he tells them in the ſame Paragraph, That if 
any do, out of ſuchan end, deny themſelves ſome 
preſent advantage, there is no queſtion but that God 
will make him amends one way, or other : what, I 
wonder, can be ſpoke more rational, and adyantagi- 
ous to our cauſe than this? And yet theſe are-the 
words of your great Father Mr. Baxte# : and Yine's 
on the Sacrament, denyes it lawful for any one to ſe- 
parats from the Sacrament , much leſs from the 
Church, which is not ſo barr'd, and fened about, as 
the Table of the Lord ; upon any thing leſs than flat 
Idolatry : and gives the challenge to any man in the 
worldto bring one placg. of Scripture, that doth in 
the leaſt favour the contraty © underſtanding thoſe 
places, which many wind to their own cauſe, 
ſuch as bee — have zo fellowſhip with them, that 
walk diſorderly, — be ye ſeparate, and the like, of 
a moral, nota local conjuntion: and adds further, 
that ſuch Principles tends to the utter overthrow 
of the Church; and I wiſh I may not add, of the State 
too, if not timely prevented. : B 
Wherefore, if our Arguments can prevail no- 
thing, let a Presbyterian Authority overlway _ 
| unleſs 
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 TGaleſs you | cart prove us Idolaters ; be perſwaded, 
45 We have all but one Creator, biit one Redeemer, 
ps we- agree (I hope in all the Fundamental 
Points of Religion, and expect to meet together 


2m a -blefſed —_ , to joyn with. us, and walk 
hand in hand, 


Gorifying God both #18 0a bodies, and our ſpirits, 
which are his. 
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Tho. Tompkins R, Rao. in Chrifto Patri ac- 
Domino Dom. Gilberto Divina Providen-" 
clia Archi-Epiſc, Cant. a Sac, Dom, 


Ex 4. Lambethanis, | 
| Apr, 29» 1670. 


